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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 13-19 and 24-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly 
anticipated by Jelenak, DT 2431935 (cited by Applicant). See Figure 2. 

Claims 13, 14, 20 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Groche, DE 10039768 A1. 

Groche discloses a profiled guiding element (2) formed of sheet metal for guiding 
operations, comprising a piece of sheet metal (2) having two projecting edge flanges 
(2a and small portion to the left of 2a on the left side of 1 ) on a longitudinal edge 
thereof, the two projecting edge flanges being formed by profiling gaps in the 
longitudinal edge, at least one surface of the profiled guiding element forming a guiding 
surface (surfaces of 2a and shorter left hand side guide 1 ) for at least rolling body (1 ), 
wherein at least one surface of the edge flanges forms the at least one guiding surface 
(see Figure 2), wherein the two edge flanges (2a and shorter left hand side) are 
arranged asymmetrically to a plane in the center of the profiled guiding element (see 
dashed line in Figure 2). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 21 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Groche, DE 10039768, in view of Rotthowe, USP 5,242,221 . 

Groche discloses all of the claimed subject matter as applied above. 

Groche does not disclose that an exterior side of at least one of the two flanges 
forms the guiding surface. 

Rotthowe teaches that both interior and exterior sides of flanges (surfaces on 4 
engaging balls in Figure 2) can form a guiding surface for a rolling element. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Groche and us the exterior sides of the flanges to for the 
guiding surface, as taught by Rotthowe, since placing the rolling element on the exterior 
of the flange and engaging a slide element would yield the predictable result of 
supporting the slide element in the same manner as the rolling element being located 
on the interior of the flange and engaging a slide element. 

Claims 22, 23 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Groche, DE 10039768, in view of Wilmer, USP 2,757,051. 

Groche discloses all of the claimed subject matter as applied above. 
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Groche does not disclose that the two edge flanges at least partially surround a 
sliding body that forms an internal joint element and wherein both of the interior sides of 
the two edge flanges face each other and form the guiding surface and line on a 
common surface of a cylinder. 

Wilmer teaches two edge flanges (left and right sides of B) at least partially 
surround a sliding body (39) that forms an internal joint element and wherein both of the 
interior sides of the two edge flanges (left and right sides of B) face each other and form 
the guiding surface and line on a common surface of a cylinder (39 is a cylinder, the 
common surface is the exterior surface) for the purpose of providing an elongated 
bearing with anti-friction characteristic that matches a profile of the sliding member 
(C1/L15-34). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Grouch and provide for the two edge flanges to at least 
partially surround a sliding body that forms an internal joint element and wherein both of 
the interior sides of the two edge flanges face each other and form the guiding surface 
and line on a common surface of a cylinder, as taught by Wilmer, for the purpose of 
providing an elongated bearing with anti-friction characteristic that matches a profile of 
the sliding member. 



Response to Arguments 
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Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 21-23, 31 and 32 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection as necessitated by 
Applicant's amendment. 

Applicant's arguments filed 7/10/09 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The Applicant argues that neither Groche nor Jelenak disclose flanges formed by 
"a profiling gaps method." 

Claim 13 does not require "a profiling gaps method. " Claim 13 only requires that 
the flanges be "formed by profiling gaps." As broadly defined, as long as the two 
flanges are formed by putting a gap between the metal, the prior art meets this 
limitation. The claim does not specifically address a particular method which could be 
considered a product-by-process limitation which results in different structure not 
disclosed in the prior art. In addition, the specification of the instant application 
discusses a rolling process taking place during gap profiling (see page 5) and this rolling 
process appears to be similar to the second step (Kalibrieren) in the process shown in 
Jelenak, see Figure 3. 

With regards to Declaration: The Declaration does not address the claim 
language as recited (profiling gap verses profiling gaps method). The declaration also 
addresses "good deformable materials" but does not specifically address what is meant 
by this nor does this appear in the claim. Jelenak discloses a gap profiling step in the 
method of making the element which results in similar structure of the instant 
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application. The only question is regarding the presence of a crack created by the 
splitting process; this crack could be rolled out in the gap profiling step of Jelenak. 



Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAMES PILKINGTON whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5052. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7-3. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on (571)272-6917. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/JAMES PILKINGTON/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3656 
9/16/09 



/Thomas R. Hannon/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3656 



